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LANIER LIBRARY

MORE THAN EXPECTED

Your Monthly News & Updates

Programs @ Lanier

riéa Shhnks, Gren
verkeeper & Watershed
Outreach Coordinator -

Hurricane Helene littered local rivers with shattered homes and windows, family
keepsakes, appliances, lawn mowers, paint cans, jugs of pesticide, cars, and more. The
odds and ends of daily lives were churned and battered and often buried in sediment.

The clean up and restoration continues.

Erica Shanks is the Green Riverkeeper & Watershed Outreach Coordinator at Mountain
True, a non-profit organization restoring rivers and river banks with the work of employees
and volunteers and community involvement. Erica will talk about the objectives and scope
of the task, the funding challenges, the workers and why and how they do it, their safety
equipment, and what they may feel when pulling something of probable sentimental value
from the mud. She says, personally, it's tough to wrap her head around the idea of families
having endured such a “loss of place.”

*Audience size for Lanier Library programs has been steadily increasing. Comfortable
capacity is 50. To assure a seat for Wednesday 8/19, 1 PM, register now here.


https://secure.qgiv.com/for/dwyqtn/event/mountaintrue/

A Trip Through
‘ Yesteryear with
~ N\ Carol Browning

) LANDRUM | Seating limited to 50.
S RAIL & HISTORY) Reserve now online* for
LA Wednesday 9/23, 1 PM

When you step into the Pullman Sleeper near the Landrum Train Depot you enter the 70
feet where passengers in ten sleeping berths once clattered from Charleston to Cincinnati
with stops in-between. You'll find only one berth now to imagine stretching out and rocking

to sleep. The rest is devoted to tracing Landrum history from pre-colonial days to the
coming of the rails. You can also send a message to yourself from a replica telegraph.
Carol Browning, Landrum Rail & History Museum Board, will share how the railroad
impacted the overall dynamics and economics of Landrum and Tryon and, on a smaller
historical scale, why this particular railcar was named Pacolet River and who killed a
sheriff on opening day of the route. There will also be the story of how the museum came
to be and the railcar got from a collector in Nashville to 211 North Trade Avenue.

*Audience size for Lanier Library programs has been steadily increasing. Comfortable
capacity is 50. To assure a seat at 72 Chestnut Street, Wednesday, September 23, 1 PM,
register here.

SEND A SMILE
TO SOMEONE
YOU LOVE

W October1
WITH POS 37 10AM-2PM

On October 1, 1869, an Austrian postal official issued and recognized the postcard
as a half-price alternative to a letter. Since then the postcard has steadily connected


https://secure.qgiv.com/for/dwyqtn/event/landrumtrains/

people across cities, regions, countries, and the world with information, greetings,
and personal touches.

On October 1, 2026, from 10 AM to 2 PM, Lanier Library will celebrate with others in
the world the 157th Anniversary of the little card that has delighted generations. As a
celebrant you will get two free postcards featuring the art of Tryon artist Marie King.

You just need to bring your sentiments and addresses to write at the Library. There
will be pens, free postage, and Library staff will mail your finished cards. Send a
smile to someone you love.

Youare invited on the 4th Big On Books (BOB) Club for Younger Readers
Tuesday of every month

The BOB Club for K-12 readers will meet on August 25 at 3:30 at
Lanier Library. Regular meetings will be on the fourth Tuesday of
. every month at 3:30 This is a get-together for young readers to
Bf'gr?guﬁg?ie(gd%gb share thoughts and feelings about whatever they are reading, from

Adventure to Zoology, fiction and non, and to get ideas of what
they may want to read next.

Lanier Library members and non-members are welcome. BOB (Big On Books) is the name
of the giraffe presiding at the top of the Chestnut Street hill outside the Library.

to reserve your seat at programs

Thanks to members and the community, Live@Lanier Programs
have grown in popularity and with increasing frequency the
audience has exceeded the comfortable capacity of 50 seats.

Going forward, to assure a seat, please register online at
www.thelanierlibrary.org.
Click on Programs at the top of the page.

Note from the President

A Trip to Three Pines



When all the books in a mystery series are set in the same location, the place becomes as
familiar to the reader as the characters themselves. | can picture myself in the Perigord
region of France, where Martin Walker sets his Bruno the Police Chief novels. The
Shetland landscape described by Ann Cleeves in her Jimmy Perez mysteries is a place
that | can imagine clearly. Jane Harper’s books are often set in the harsh Australian
outback, and the location adds to the drama of the story. Of all my favorite literary
locations, “Three Pines,” home of Chief Superintendent Armand Gamache, is at the top of
my list.

I know that Three Pines is not a real dot on the map, but | have wanted to visit the places
that inspired Louise Penny to create this lovely village for some time. | am writing this now
at the Quebec City airport, after a wonderful trip to the Eastern Townships of Quebec, the
small villages outside of Montreal, where Penny’s novels take place.

The charming village of Knowlton is located in the heart of the region, on the shores of
Brome Lake. It is well known for its Loyalist history and British influence. | loved this
beautiful town, with its village green and old houses. It is the model for Three Pines, and
the home of Penny herself.

We took an official Three Pines tour on our first day in Canada, and were greeted at 8:15
am by our guide Jean-Luc. We covered a lot of ground in the space of one day, and saw
key locations in the Louise Penny books.

Our first stop was the Abbey of Saint-Benoit-du-Lac, similar to the monastery in The
Beautiful Mystery. We bought some of their award-winning cheese and chocolate for a
picnic on our hike the next day. Then we continued on to a picturesque village on Lake
Memphremagog, the setting for The Cruelest Month. We visited St. Thomas Church,
whose interior was clearly designed by a boat builder. We drove by the inspiration for the
old Hadley house which is now a B&B, painted pink!

One of my favorite stops was the Haskell Free Library and Opera House, featured in The
Black Wolf. The Haskell, located on the border between Vermont and Quebec, is one of
the few buildings in the world that literally connects two nations. The Library reminded me
of Lanier in some ways, and the Opera House was beautiful and very well preserved.

Lunch on the terrace of Manoir Hovey in North Hatley was a treat. | could imagine Peter
Morrow and his dysfunctional family sitting together there in the library.

Sarah’s Boulangerie is depicted by La Rumeur Affanee in Sutton, a bakery that offers the
most wonderful breads, pastries and cheeses that you can imagine. Picture chocolate
pistachio croissants and little maple sugar pies shaped like maple leaves!

The final stop of the day was Brome Lake Books in Knowlton, inspired by Myrna Landers’
bookstore. There is also a new cafe in the lower floor. While we visited, there were two

book clubs meeting there and enjoying wine, coffee and cookies.

We looked for Louise herself, with her two golden retrievers, but no luck. She was with us
in spirit, though.

Vive Gamache!



See you at the library! Cindy
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« Truman Capote
- Edith Wharton « Eudora Welty - John O’Hara

- Willa Cather - Ken Kesey - Ralph Ellison
SCROLL TO BOTTOM FOR ANSWERS

Lanier NOtecards

Limited Quantity Available at Circulation Desk

Colors of Lanier Notecards

Reproduced from the original paintings
gifted to the Library by Marie King,
Tryon artist and long-time member.

Six cards with envelopes...$12 7

Membership e Lanier
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Tell friends, family, and associates the reasons to join

Even with our advertising, PR, website, and many programs, there are folks in the Foothills
who ask “What's Lanier Library?” As a member, you can help spread the answer by telling
them why you carry the Lanier card.

According to The Marketing Explainer, 2024, “Word of mouth marketing (WOMM) is one of
the oldest and most powerful forms of advertising. Deeply rooted in human nature, relying
on trust...WOMM leverages the voices of customers...resulting in a more credible and
impactful endorsement.”

In response to members who asked “who is the artist?”: Luncheon of the Boating
Party, Pierre-Auguste Renoir (painted 1880-81).

Is your membership about to expire? No need to come in to the library, just visit the library
website by clicking on: https:/ithelanierlibrary.org/imembership/online-membership-
form and renew online.

If you aren’t sure when your membership expires,
please contact the library at 828-859-9535.

Library System update

We’ve updated our library catalog!

After many years, Lanier Library has updated the software that supports the online catalog
and circulation system. We want to make you aware of a few changes that you may notice:

« We are now offering auto renewals on materials that are not on hold. If a material
you have checked out is not on hold for another patron, you will receive an email
that it has been automatically renewed for two more weeks. Books or other items
that are on hold for another member will not be automatically renewed.

« If you had a shortcut to the library’s online catalog on your phone or other device, it
will no longer connect to the current catalog. However, you can create a new
shortcut from the Lanier Library website to your phone’s home screen. If you have
guestions about this, please see the front desk staff.

« Overall, you should notice increased functionality intended to enhance your
experience.


https://thelanierlibrary.org/membership-form/
https://thelanierlibrary.org/membership-form/
https://thelanierlibrary.org/membership/

Book Lovers will meet on August 1 at 10:00 am.
The group will meet again on September 5, 2026 at Lanier Library to discuss books
they've enjoyed (or not)! It's casual, enlightening, and there are no rules.
Join the fun.

The nonfiction book club will be taking a break for the summer
months. On September 13 at 1:30 pm, the group will meet to discuss
Black Bear, A Story of Siblinghood and Survival by Trina Moyles.

Below are the links to our July Orders & Acquisitions. Feel free to contact the library to put
your name on the hold list for any you would like to read.

You can call us or_log_in through the catalog on the website using your library card
number for ID and PIN.

And, as always, let us know if there is a book or DVD you think
would enhance the collection.

Click here for Orders.
Click here for Acquisitions.

Weather
by Jenny Offill

Weather chronicles roughly a year in the life of the main
character, Lizzie, helping her brother (an addict), being a
wife and mother, plus handling jobs at a library and
answering emails about climate change.

This is a complex story, but the author manages to
convey big issues in beautiful, spare sentences, and to
tell a story that is ultimately about survival on multiple
levels.

Reviewed by Marlise Schiltz



https://lanier.tlcdelivers.com/#section=home
https://lanier.tlcdelivers.com/#section=home
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2c4a0c6601/0e671e9e-99fb-45a1-86ee-4fad8f2b0008.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2c4a0c6601/19a49873-f1c5-4c5b-80f8-df6b72d933c3.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2c4a0c6601/19a49873-f1c5-4c5b-80f8-df6b72d933c3.docx?rdr=true

A Wild Time

We had a wild time on July 14 with naturalist
Steve O’'Neil , who brought nine snakes, a
tortoise, and a skink for people to interact
with and hold.

Each animal was more interesting than the
next.

Our younger audience members enjoyed
feeding the tortoise a banana, and
participants of all ages left more
knowledgeable about and more comfortable
with the reptile community.

Welcome Back Peter!

Peter Franklin returned to Lanier on July 29 to share
again his thoughts on the success of The
Correspondent by Virginia Evans and Theo of Golden
by Allen Levi. Audience members enjoyed learning
about Peter’s journey through these books and sharing
some of their own insights gained from reading these
two popular texts.

Pets @ Lanier

Lanier Library welcomes all library-friendly dogs & cats, but asks that they remain on leash
or in their carriers at all times.

Ernie stopped by with his human
companion
Maureen Kelly



Displays @ Lanier

Sandra's Shelf Display

Our next book display will be a companion display to our August program about restoring the
Green & North Pacolet Rivers. It will be titled "A River Runs Through It. Enjoy a Book That
Celebrates the Power of Rivers."

Display Case

The August display case will feature items used to care for area rivers from Mountain True.

Poem of the Month

The Lanier Library Poetry Committee is pleased to introduce a poem of the month
program. Each month we will be posting a different poem that we hope will inspire you.
The poem will be in the monthly newsletter and posted at the library. Please let us know

what you think of each month's selection.

Where Go the Boats?

by Robert Lewis Stevenson

Dark brown is the river.
Golden is the sand.
It flows along for ever,
With trees on either hand.
Green leaves a-floating,
Castles of the foam,
Boats of mine a-boating—
Where will all come home?
On goes the river
And out past the mill,
Away down the valley,
Away down the hill.
Away down the river,
A hundred miles or more,
Other little children
Shall bring my boats ashore.



1. Edith Wharton (1862-1937)

2. Ken Kesey (1935-2001)
3. Ralph Ellison (1913-1994)
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