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Reserve your book and program seat now.

Almost a year in the making, this first edition of the illustrated Lanier Library book of art,
artifacts, and curios adds color photographs of the entire collection, expands content, and
revises text of two earlier editions; the most recent from 2003. Research for that earlier
edition is credited to Vonda Krahn, Nowell Guffey, and Michael McCue; editing and
commentary by Michael McCue; design by Caroline DuBose Bartol. For this new color
edition, Executive Director, Jenny Purtill, and the Board Marketing Communications Chair,
Vincent Verrecchio, relied on that earlier work as an invaluable starting point. Verrecchio,
backed with more than a 50-year creative career in advertising, volunteered as copywriter,
photographer, and designer.

“We art not art historians or experts,” says Jenny. “We are caretakers and art lovers who
welcome information and clarification. | know of instances of missing names of artists and
donors, such as the bronze “Shepherd.” There are provenances based only on donor
memory and suppositions made through research and logic. Future editions will add what
we learn.

“This will be be a table top book for members and a tour guide where browsers can read,
for example, that ‘Antinous’ in the Main Room is a bronze casting made in late 19th
century by Boschetti, Roma. The sculptor of the second century stone original is unknown,
but this is a famous representation of the Greek athlete and hunter favored by the Roman
emperor Hadrian.”

The first printing is a limited edition so reserve your copy now at
www.thelanierlibrary.org Additional copies for members and non-members will be
available for $20 each on a first come, first serve basis.

The first availability will be at the Live@Lanier Launch Program, Wednesday January 21, 6
PM. Hosts Jenny Purtill and Tryon Art Collectors Gary Corn and James Blanton will relate
the pages of the book to the Library rooms and highlight pieces with anecdotes and
details.

Program is open to the public and Library seating is limited to 50. To be sure of a
seat, please register now by clicking on this link.

T o e ath Big On Books (BOB) Club for Younger Readers

The BOB Club for K-12 readers will meet on January 27 at 3:30 at
; Lanier Library. Regular meetings will be on the fourth Tuesday of
Bf'gr%uﬁg?ggdglr%b every month at 3:30 T_his is a get-together for young readers to share
thoughts and feelings about whatever they are reading, from
Adventure to Zoology, fiction and non, and to get ideas of what they may want to read

next. Lanier Library members and non-members are welcome. BOB (Big On Books) is the
name of the giraffe presiding at the top of the Chestnut Street hill outside the Library.

Note from the President



http://www.thelanierlibrary.org/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/dwyqtn/event/lanierlibraryartbooklaunch/
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The Wall Street Journal VIRGINIA EVANS

“A cause for
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Ann Patchett

Save the Date: March 22, 2026!

Happy New Year! | am looking ahead to a very exciting event that | want to make sure you
have on your calendar. Each year, the Lanier Library invites a guest writer to speak at our
Distinguished Speaker event, followed by a reception and book signing. This year, we
have hit the jackpot with Virginia Evans, author of The Correspondent.

Last April, the board began brainstorming about who we could invite. We have a limited
budget, and try to identify regional authors who do not have to travel far to keep our costs
down. Jenny handed me a copy of The Correspondent in the spring, and said, “Read this,
and tell me what you think. This is her first novel, and she is from Winston-Salem.” | loved
the book, and passed it to other board members, who had the same reaction. The audio
book is wonderful as well.

Jenny then contacted the author with a hand-written letter, and she has agreed to come to
Tryon in March of this year. Since then, the book has taken the publishing world by storm. |
am including an excerpt from an article in the Wall Street Journal for you here that gives
more details about The Correspondent and its author:

“The heroine is a grouchy, 73-year-old retired lawyer at odds with her daughter and her
garden club. The story is told in the form of letters and emails, an artifice rarely embraced
by readers. And the author, 39-year-old Virginia Evans, has written a stack of novels that
no one published. “Yet “The Correspondent” hit the New York Times bestseller list five
months after it was published in April—an unlikely feat. Most books that make the list do so
immediately after publication when weekly sales are typically highest.

“Demand for Evans’s novel started slowly and then rose steadily this year, so much so that
publisher Crown said the novel is now in its 14th printing. Barnes & Noble added to the
momentum in mid-October when it named The Correspondent one of the year’s best
works of fiction and is promoting the novel in stores.”

The book has taken off, largely due to word of mouth. It is the talk of bookstores and book
clubs across the country. We are so lucky to have invited her at the beginning of her book
launch. | cannot wait to welcome her to Tryon, and want to make sure to spread the word

early and often.

You will be hearing more about this from the library staff. The March 22 event registration
will go live first in the library newsletter in February; we look forward to seeing you there!



See you at the Library! Cindy

Equestrian Collection Coming in February

Harry Goodheart, former president of Lanier Library and owner of Tryon Fine Books,
thought something was missing in the Library’s Felburn Nature and Wildlife Collection.
Considering the importance of horses in the area, he thought the shelves should offer an
equestrian collection suitable for riders of every level from trainers and competitors to
beginners and those who simply loved horses. Harry died on 10/29/21 before the careful
process of collection could be begin.

Gloria Verrecchio, DVM, CERP (Certified Equine Rehabilitation Practitioner), had been
collecting equine books for about 40 years, each carefully curated to help her be a better
rider, better understand horses, help run a breeding farm, be a better veterinarian, stay
current on the latest technical advances, and keep an open mind to alternative medicine.
When she died on 10/4/25, her unique collection was bequeathed to the Library to finally
fulfill Harry’s vision.

This photo shows only a few of the books in the collection that will be on the shelves in
early February. Specific date to be announced.

HORSE GAITE
BALANCE AND

MOVEMENT

CLASSICAL SCHOOLING
IHIlIﬂ HORSE IN MIND

The Horse's
Pain-Free Back
and Saddle-Fit Book

2025 Annual : -'
Fund Drive * $20,000j Y

Help continue a tradition
started 135 years ago

,§ANN E)'\l E
Z:\‘BATE

Live@ Lamer
Programs




Membership @ Lanier

Tell friends, family & associates the reasons to join

Even with our advertising, PR, website, and many programs, there are folks in the Foothills
who ask “What's Lanier Library?” As a member, you can help spread the answer
by telling them why you carry the Lanier card.

According to The Marketing Explainer, 2024, “Word of mouth marketing (WOMM) is one of
the oldest and most powerful forms of advertising...consumers share their experiences
and opinions about a product, service, or brand...influencing purchasing decisions. Deeply
rooted in human nature, relying on trust...and the social networks that bind communities
together...WOMM leverages the voices of customers...resulting in a more credible and
impactful endorsement.”

Is your membership about to expire? No need to come in to the library, just visit the library
website by clicking on: https://thelanierlibrary.org/membership/online-membership-
form and renew online.

If you aren’t sure when your membership expires,
please contact the library at 828-859-9535.



https://thelanierlibrary.org/membership-form/
https://thelanierlibrary.org/membership-form/
https://thelanierlibrary.org/membership/
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SCROLL TO BOTTOM FOR ANSWERS

Book Lovers will meet on January 3 at 10 AM to discuss books they’ve enjoyed (or not)!
It's casual, enlightening, and there are no rules. Join the fun!
Here are current favorites.

Fiction

This Must Be the Place by Maggie O’Farrell
Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell

The Stolen Queen by Fiona Davis

The Book Club for Troublesome Women by Marie Bostwick
What Lies Between Us by John Marrs

The Academy by Elin Hilderbrand

Leaving Edgefield: Carrie Butler’s Story by Carolyn Hooker
Sandwich by Catherine Newman

The Hounding by Xenobe Purvis

North Woods by Daniel Mason

The Wilding Sisters by Eve Chase

The Art Thief by Noah Charney

Bug Hollow by Michelle Huneven

Culpability by Bruce Holsinger

The Mercies by Kiran Millwood Hargrave

The Bright Years by Sarah Damoff

Vianne by Joanne Harris

The Dependents by Katharine Dion

One Amazing Thing by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
One Foot in Eden by Ron Rash

Speak to Me of Home by Jeanine Cummins

The Bird Hotel by Joyce Maynard

The Briar Club by Kate Quinn

Daikon by Samuel Hawley



Arturo’s Island by Elsa Morante

A Dog in Georgia by Lauren Goldstein

That Old Ace in the Hole by Annie Proulx
Indian Country by Shobha Rao

Amity by Nathan Harris

Theo of Golden by Allen Levi

Buckeye by Patrick Ryan

Skeleton Road by Val McDermid

The Proving Ground by Michael Connelly

The Museum Detective by Maha Khan Phillips

Mystery
Wicked Autumn by G.M. Malliet

Memoir/Biography

Drinking: A Love Story by Caroline Knapp

Autobiography of a Face by Lucy Grealy

| am Jackie Chan by Jackie Chan

Nobody’s Girl: A Memoir of Surviving Abuse and Fighting for Justice
by Virginia Robert Giuffre

Cold Kitchen by Caroline Eden

A Marriage at Sea by Sophie Elmhirst

| Feel Bad About My Neck by Nora Ephron

When the Going Was Good by Graydon Carter

Never Leave the Dogs Behind by Brianna Madia

Paris, | Love You But You're Bringing Me Down by Rosencrans Baldwin

Nonfiction

Driving Strom Thurmond by Buddy Wilkes
The Well-Lived Life by Gladys McGarey
Pack of Two by Caroline Knapp
Meditations by Marcus Aurelius

The Water is Wide by Pat Conroy

Turning Times by Derek Harrison

My Beloved Monster by Caleb Carr

One Summer: America, 1927 by Bill Bryson
A Vineyard in Tuscany by Ferenc Mate

Children’s

How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell
The Bakery Dragon by Devin Kurtz

The Lobster Lady by Barbara Walsh

Nonfiction Book Club

The Nonfiction Book Club will meet on Sunday, January 11 at 1:30. At this
meeting, each member of the group is invited to share a book that
has been meaningful to the reader.

Orders & Acquisitions

Below are the links to our December Acquisitions & Orders. Feel free to contact the library
to put your name on the hold list for any you would like to read.

You can call us or_ log_in through the catalog on the website using_your library card
number for ID and PIN.



https://lanier.tlcdelivers.com/#section=home
https://lanier.tlcdelivers.com/#section=home

And, as always, let us know if there is a book or DVD you think
would enhance the collection.

Click here for Orders.
Click here for Acquisitions.

Book Review

How to Share an Egg

HOW TO SHARE AN EGG _
by Bonny Reichert

A TRUE STORY OF HUNGER,
LOVE, AND PLENTY
How to Share an Egg by Bonny Reichert is a
S biography in the Lanier’s collection of New
Sy Nonfiction. The fly-leaf states it is a “culinary memaoir
et about the relationship between food and family” and
that the author is the daughter of a Holocaust

survivor.

It is a memoir and a biography in one book. The
author writes about how the bits of information that
her father shared about his experiences during WWII
shaped her life. Her father was fifteen years old
when he and a cousin escaped from a German work
camp. Unbeknownst to them, the war was near the
end and they’d be rescued by American soldiers.

Mo R R A8 Ao, B8 This hook isn't a story about the Holocaust. It is a
story of how the author’s father created a successful
life after he was repatriated to Canada, and also how

the daughter’s life unfolded from childhood to adulthood. The author’s use of dialogue
makes this an enjoyable read.

Reviewed by Robbie ter Kuile

Last Month @ L.anier



https://files.constantcontact.com/c2c4a0c6601/b5822d26-49b9-4ec3-9d0d-6d5dc4f4362e.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2c4a0c6601/e06bb0d3-3401-48c6-9ed4-8480f4603396.docx?rdr=true

Holiday Greenery Creations!

Attendees at the December 11 Holiday Greenery Workshops made a variety of
beautiful pieces for their tables, doors, mantels and mailboxes.
Each piece was as unique as the
greenery and ribbons used.

Thank you to Denny Crowe and Cindy Caldwell for all of the work they put into
making the workshops so popular and enjoyable!

Pets @ L.anier

Lanier Library welcomes all library-friendly dogs & cats,
but asks that they remain on leash or in their carriers at all times.

Last month Missy
stopped by with
owner
Annie Fitz

Displays @ Lanier

Sandra's Display Case

Our January display will feature a combination of critically acclaimed books of 2025 and
some of our current staff and member favorites and will be titled
Hot Reads For Cold Nights.

January Display

This month, Gary Corn, James Blanton, and the library staff will fill the
display case with artifacts and art celebrating Lanier’s art collection.

Thank You

Thank you to Allan and Jenny Purtill for filling the display case with
your collection of silver Christmas ornaments.

Poem of the Month

The Lanier Library Poetry Committee is pleased to introduce a poem of the month
program. Each month we will be posting a different poem that we hope will inspire you.
The poem will be in the monthly newsletter and posted at the library. Please let us know

what you think of each month's selection.




January

by William Carlos Williams

Again | reply to the triple winds
running chromatic fifths of derision
outside my window:

Play louder.
You will not succeed. | am
bound more to my sentences
the more you batter at me
to follow you.

And the wind,
as before, fingers perfectly
its derisive music.

Culture Quiz Answers

1. Holden Room: Pre-Incan Seated Woman, decorated ceramic possibly by a Chavin
crafter. Chavin were one of the earliest cultures in Peru (1500 BCE-200 BCE).

2. Holmes Room: “Shepherd”, bronze casting, sculptor and date unknown.

3. LeDuc Stairway: Scherenschnitte (scissor cut in German), paper-cut of Hansel and
Gretel in 16th century German and Swiss art tradition.
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