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​Your Monthly News & Updates
Programs @ Lanier

It's Not Too Late to Sign Up!

The greenery workshops are almost full, but we often take names off the waitlist. If you
are still interested, please call the library at 828-859-9535

for more information about availability. 

This event is sponsored by the Kirby Fund at the Polk County Community Foundation.

Big On Books (BOB) Club for Younger Readers

The BOB Club for K-12 readers will meet on December 23 at 3:30 at
Lanier Library. Regular meetings will be on the fourth Tuesday of

every month at 3:30 This is a get-together for young readers to share
thoughts and feelings about whatever they are reading, from

Adventure to Zoology, fiction and non, and to get ideas of what they
may want to read next. Lanier Library members and non-members are welcome. BOB (Big
On Books) is the name of the giraffe presiding at the top of the C ​hestnut Street hill outside
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the Library.

Note from the President

It’s beginning to smell a lot like Christmas

By the time you read this newsletter, the Lanier Library
will be decorated for the holidays. The tree will be up,
adorned with historic Tryon ornaments and festive
lights.

I have helped Denny Crowe update and refresh the
library’s holiday decorations for the past few years, and
have learned some decorating tips from my talented

friend. I am looking forward to our holiday greenery workshops at Lanier later this month.
There may still be spots available. Call the library at 828-859-9535 to see if space is still
available.

Here is a fun idea from our workshops that I will share:

Making Cloved Orange Pomanders
Put duct tape on your thumb before you begin! This will prevent sore fingers. Using a
knitting needle, skewer, or other sharp narrow object to poke holes in the fruit before
inserting cloves makes this much easier. Try to get thin skinned navel oranges. The
smaller ones are usually the best.

Dust them with ground cinnamon and then put the cloves on. Before studding your fruit
with cloves, you can use a bartender&#39;s citrus peeler/grater tool to artistically cut
away lines of zest from the skin if you like. Use any design you can imagine.

Place the finished cloved oranges in an ornamental dish on a bed of fresh evergreens,
boxwood, or seeded eucalyptus (you can usually get this at Ingle’s). Add other elements
like small pine cones, dried orange slices, cranberries, seed pods, pieces of bark, or things
of interest that you collected outside. You can try any fruit for this project, but citrus fruits
tend to work the best. Decorate your dinner table with these festive and fragrant
arrangements.

One cloved orange, some evergreens and fragrant foliage tied up in a clear bag with pretty
ribbon is a lovely hostess gift!

See you at the Library! Cindy



Remembering Derek Harrison

It is with sadness that we share the recent passing of Lanier Library
board member Derek Harrison on October 29.

Derek was a fixture at the library on the weekends, reading
periodicals and engaging in meaningful conversations.

He was also a member of the monthly nonfiction book club.

We extend our sympathies to Derek’s partner Becky Kraai and his
children and grandchildren.

Call for Cookies

Our dessert table has become a favorite tradition at the
Lanier Holiday Party, and we are looking for treats for the
January 3, 2026 holiday party. If you have a favorite
cookie or other hand-held dessert recipe, please consider
sharing it with us on January 3 by providing two dozen
cookies, cupcakes or any other finger food desserts to
share at the party. The hospitality committee is looking
for at least twelve people to sign up to bring these
desserts to this event.

You can sign up by emailing Jenny at thelanierlibrary@gmail.com, calling 828-859-
9535, or visiting the circulation desk during your next visit to the library.

We can’t wait to sample our members’ culinary talents!

Membership @ Lanier
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Tell friends, family & associates the reasons to join

Even with our advertising, PR, website, and many programs, there are folks in the Foothills
who ask “What’s Lanier Library?” As a member, you can help spread the answer

by telling them why you carry the Lanier card.

According to The Marketing Explainer, 2024, “Word of mouth marketing (WOMM) is one of
the oldest and most powerful forms of advertising…consumers share their experiences and

opinions about a product, service, or brand…influencing purchasing decisions. Deeply
rooted in human nature, relying on trust…and the social networks that bind communities

together…WOMM leverages the voices of customers…resulting in a more credible and
impactful endorsement.”

Is your membership about to expire? No need to come in to the library, just visit the
library website by clicking on: https://thelanierlibrary.org/membership/online-membership-

form and renew online.

If you aren’t sure when your membership expires,
please contact the library at 828-859-9535.

PRE-ORDER YOUR MEMBER’S ART BOOK
AT THE CIRCULATION DESK OR CALL 828-859-9535.

​This limited first illustrated edition will be available for distribution at the launch program
on Wednesday, January 21, 2026, 6 PM. One copy is free to each

individual member or each family membership.

https://thelanierlibrary.org/membership-form/
https://thelanierlibrary.org/membership/


Extras copies for members and copies for non-members will be available
​on a first come, first serve basis for $20 each.

RESERVATIONS ARE RECOMMENDED for the book launch program with Jenny Purtill,
Lanier Library Executive Director, and local art collectors Gary Corn and James Blanton.

Reservations for this event will be live on January 1, 2026.

Book Lovers December 6, 2025
Book Lovers will meet on December 6 at 10 AM to discuss books they’ve enjoyed (or not)!

It’s casual, enlightening, and there are no rules. Join the fun!
Here are current favorites.

Fiction
Big Rock Candy Mountain by Wallace Stegner
When the Cranes Fly South by Lisa Ridzen
The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid
Presumed Guilty by Scott Turow
Close Your Eyes and Count to Ten by Lisa Unger
Isola by Allegra Goodman
The Society of Unknowable Objects by Gareth Brown
Fever Beach by Carl Hiassen
Beloved by Jan Karon
Saints at the River by Ron Rash
Mama Makes Up His Mind by Bailey White
What We Can Know by Ian McEwan
My Friends by Fredrick Backman
The Gathering by Anne Enright
True Grit by Charles Portis



Mystery
A Heart Full of Headstones by Ian Rankin
Apostle’s Cove by William Kent Krueger
The Killing Stones by Ann Cleeves
The Frozen People by Elly Griffiths
Shadow of the Solstice by Anne Hillerman
Hunting Badger by Tony Hillerman
The Blessing Way by Tony Hillerman
The Black Wolf by Louise Penny
The World’s Greatest Detective and Her Just Okay Assistant by Liza Tulluy

Memoir/Biography
The Royal Butler by Grant Harrold
Poems and Prayers by Matthew McConaughey
Raising Hare by Chloe Dalton

Nonfiction
Literary Journeys: mapping fictional travels across the world of literature by John
McMurtrie
Moonshine, Murder and Mountaineers: The Wildest County in America by Allen Cook
Architecture of Acoma Pueblo by Peter Nabokov
Acoma by Ward Alan Minge
Home Again: A Return to Gracious Interiors by James Farmer
Edith Wharton at Home: Life at the Mount by Richard Guy Wilson
The Coast of Maine by Carl Heilman
The Tennis Partner by Abraham Verghese

Children’s
Earth Daughter: Alicia of Acoma Pueblo by George Ancona

Nonfiction Book Club

The Nonfiction Book Club will meet on December 14 at 1:30 pm to discuss History Matters

by David McCullough. On January 11, each member of the group is invited to

share a book that has been meaningful to the reader.

Orders & Acquisitions
Below are the links to our November Acquisitions & Orders. Feel free to contact the library

to put your name on the hold list for any you would like to read.

​You can call us or log in through the catalog on the website using your library card
number for ID and PIN.

And, as always, let us know if there is a book or DVD you think
would enhance the collection.

Click here for Orders.
​Click here for Acquisitions.

Book Review
Apple Tree Christmas
by Trinka Hakes Noble

On a crisp morning in November, I sat down with my seven-
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year-old daughter, Luna Baughman to read the Lanier
Library holiday classic Apple Tree Christmas by Trinka Hakes
Noble. Here are some highlights from our conversation
about her experience reading this book:

Carolyn: “Luna, can you tell me about Apple Tree
Christmas?”

Luna: “It’s about these two little girls named Katrina and
Josie. They lived on a farm in 1874 with their parents. Their
family was getting ready for winter, and they tried doing as
much as they could for their farm animals before winter
came. They had this one big apple tree. Their Papa pulled
one vine down so it became a swing for his daughter Josie.
On the other side of the tree, there was a branch like a

“seat” for his other daughter Katrina where she could draw pictures. The girls loved
playing in the tree every day after school. One day, Mama said that the girls could stay
home from school to help sort the apples, make apple pie, apple butter, and other stuff.
Then one night, the girls went to sleep, and a big blizzard came. They were terrified! The
girls slept downstairs in case the roof caved in from the ice storm. And then, something
big happens…but you can find out when you read the book.”

Carolyn:“Thank you, Luna! What was your favorite part of the book?”

Luna: “Something happens at the end with the apple tree, and a present that I really
liked.”

Carolyn: “Would you recommend this book to other readers this Christmas season?”

Luna: “Yes! I loved this book and wish I could keep it.”

Apple Tree Christmas can be checked out at the Lanier Library for you and your loved ones
to enjoy this holiday season.

Inteview by Luna & Carolyn Baughman

Last Month @ Lanier
A Riveting Sea Adventure

On November 19, Tim Boyce treated a large
crowd to the riveting story of the Viking ship

replica that sailed from Norway across the North
Atlantic and through the Erie Canal to the

Chicago World’s Fair in 1893.

Pets @ Lanier
Lanier Library welcomes all library-friendly dogs & cats,

but asks that they remain on leash or in their carriers at all times.

​​Last month Scout
stopped by with



owner
Amy Callahan.

Displays @ Lanier
Sandra's Display Case

The December display will be our traditional display featuring
holiday books and will be 

Books To Make Your Days Merry and Bright!

December Di ​splay

This month, Jenny and Allan Purtill filled the display case with their
collection of silver Christmas decorations.

Thank You

Thank you to Tim Boyce for filling the display case in November to
complement his program on the voyage of the Viking.

Poem of the Month
The Lanier Library Poetry Committee is pleased to introduce a poem of the month

program. Each month we will be posting a different poem that we hope will inspire you.
The poem will be in the monthly newsletter and posted at the library. Please let us know

what you think of each month's selection.

Holidays
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

The holiest of all holidays are those
  Kept by ourselves in silence and apart;
  The secret anniversaries of the heart,

  When the full river of feeling overflows;—
The happy days unclouded to their close;

  The sudden joys that out of darkness start
  As flames from ashes; swift desires that dart

  Like swallows singing down each wind that blows!
White as the gleam of a receding sail,



  White as a cloud that floats and fades in air,
  White as the whitest lily on a stream,

These tender memories are;— a Fairy Tale
  Of some enchanted land we know not where,

  But lovely as a landscape in a dream.

Culture Quiz Answers
1. Clement Clarke Moore (1779 – 1863) claimed authorship in 1837 but it has been

suggested that Henry Livingston Jr. may have written it. Also known as A Visit from
Saint Nicholas.

2. Norman Percevel Rockwell (1894 – 1978).
3. Ghost of Christmas Future showing Scrooge’s grave to him.
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